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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAID, NL 

SUBJECT: 1975 DUTCH AID PROGRAMS 

1 . AT HIS REQUEST, I CALLED ON JAN MEIJER, DIRECTOR 
GENERAL, INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION, MEA AUGUST 29 EOR A 
DISCUSSION OF 1975 DUTCH AID PROGRAMS. MEIJER 
STRESSED THAT INFORMATION HE WAS PROVIDING HAD NOT 
BEEN MADE PUBLIC AND THAT RECIPIENT COUNTRIES HAD 

YET TO BE INEORMED. HE ASKED THAT INEORMATION BE 
HELD CLOSELY. I ASSURED HIM IT WOULD BE. 

2. MEIJER SAID THAT AT CABINET MEETING AUG. 26, 

BUDGET EOR DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE PROJECTS EOR CY 1975 
AND LIST OE CONCENTRATION COUNTRIES APPROVED. DURING 
1975 GON PLANS CONTINUE ASSISTANCE AT CURRENT OR HIGHER 
LEVELS TO EOLLOWING COUNTRIES: INDONESIA, PAKISTAN, 
BENGLADESH, INDIA, KENYA, TANZANIA AND PERU. EOUR 
NEW COUNTRIES (SRI LANKA, NORTH YEMEN, SUDAN AND 
UPPER VOLTA) HAVE BEEN ADDED TO LIST OE DUTCH AID 
CONCENTRATION RECIPIENTS. DUTCH ALSO PLAN BEGIN 
LIMITED PROJECT AID PROGRAMS WITH ZAMBIA, JAMAICA, 

EGYPT AND CUBA. MEIJER COMMENTED THAT DECISION TO 
BEGIN ASSISTANCE PROGRAM IN EGYPT (WHICH HE SPECULATED 
MIGHT INVOLVE 10-20 MILLION DOLLARS OVER A PERIOD OE 
SEVERAL YEARS) HAD BEEN MADE BECAUSE OF ENCOURAGEMENT EROM 
UNITED STATES. 

3. GON PLANS REDUCE ASSISTANCE LEVELS IN COLOMBIA, 

NIGERIA, TURKEY AND TUNISIA. IN LATTER TWO COUNTRIES 
DUTCH AID WILL EOCUS ON PROJECTS WHICH DESIGNED 
CREATE EMPLOYMENT POSSIBILITIES. MEIJER SAID THAT 
THE PROGRAMS IN THESE COUNTRIES SHOULD BE SEEN IN 
RELATION TO THE COUNTRIES' POSITION AS PROVIDERS OE 
EOREIGN WORKERS TO THE NETHERLANDS. 

4. THE GON HAS MADE A DECISION TO CONTINUE ASSISTANCE 
TO SURINAM AETER THE COUNTRY BECOMES INDEPENDENT. 

A EINAL DECISION ON SIZE OE DUTCH AID HAS NOT BEEN TAKEN 
LIMITED OEEICIAL USE 
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BUT IT IS GENERALLY AGREED THAT AID WILL CONTINUE AT 
CURRENT OR SLIGHTLY HIGHER LEVELS. RESPONSIBILITY EOR 
THE PROGRAM WILL, ALTER INDEPENDENCE, BE TRANSFERRED 
EROM MINISTRY OE INTERIOR TO MINISTRY OE EOREIGN AEFAIRS. 

MAHER SAID THERE WAS A DUTCH TEAM IN SURINAM AT PRESENT 
TIME STUDYING THE ECONOMIC VIABILITY OF VARIOUS 
DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE PROJECTS. 
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5. FOR SEVERAL YEARS GON AND GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL HAVE 
BEEN INVOLVED IN A NUMBER OF JOINT ASSISTANCE PROJECTS. 
ACCORDING TO MEIJER, THESE PROGRAMS WILL BE CONTINUED 
THROUGH 1975 BUT SOME OE THEM MAY HAVE TO BE REVISED 

IN VIEW OF THE ISRAELI DIPLOMATIC SITUATION RESULTING 
FROM THE MIDDLE EAST WAR. DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE 
MINISTER PRONK WILL HEAD A MISSION TO ISRAEL NEXT YEAR 
TO DISCUSS PROGRAM. 

6. ASKED ABOUT POSSIBLE NEW ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS FOR 
INDO-CHINA, MEIJER SAID NONE WERE PLANNED. GON HAS 
HAD SOME DIFFICULTY IN SUPPLYING CONCRETE REINFORCING 
RODS TO NORTH VIETNAM UNDER CURRENT PROGRAM, BUT 
OBSTACLES NOW APPARENTLY REMOVED. MEIJER REMARKED 
THAT NOW THAT NORTH VIETNAMESE HAD DECIDED OPEN 
EMBASSY IN PARIS, PERHAPS HANOI WOULD WANT EXCHANGE 
RESIDENT REPRESENTIATIVES WITH GON, DUTCH AMBASSADOR 
PEKING NOW HANDLES DUTCH- VIETNAMESE RELATIONS. 

7. CONCLUDING THE DISCUSSION, MEIJER SAID THAT IF THE 
CUBAN GOVERNMENT AGREED TO THE PROPOSED DUTCH ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM FOR THAT COUNTRY, IT WAS PROBABLE THAT HE WOULD 
TRAVEL TO HAVANA IN LATE SEPTEMBER OR EARLY OCTOBER. 

MEIJER SAID HE EXPECTED INFORM THE CUBAN AMBASSADOR OF 
PROPOSED DUTCH AID WITHIN THE NEXT DAY OR TWO AND WOULD 
AT THAT TIME RAISE QUESTION OE HIS TRIP TO HAVANA. 

I SUGGESTED IT MIGHT BE PROFITABLE FOR MEIJER TO STOP 
OFF IN WASHINGTON FOR CONSULTATIONS WITH DEPARTMENT IN 
CONJUNCTION WITH TRIP. HE AGREED THAT IT WOULD BE 
USEFUL, AND SAID HE WOULD LIKE TO RETURN VIA WASHINGTON 
AFTER VISITING CUBA. EMBASSY WILL KEEP IN TOUCH WITH 
HIM REGARDING HIS TRIP. 

TANGUY 
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